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Hilsen alle sammen,  

 Our September meeting was well attended, and we all enjoyed 

catching up with old friends, getting to know many of our members 

better, and seeing a beautiful video of  Norway. Several of our        

members were fortunate enough to attend Host Fest in Minot while    

others enjoyed taking courses in rosemaling, genealogy, and           

Norwegian at the Concordia Language Villages in Bemidji.  

 We had a very good response to our survey and we will be         

Implementing many of your suggestions. Thank you.  

 All of our Nordic Crafts groups have been busy.  An all day craft 

session on Oct. 15th was very successful, especially for the rosemalers 

who had found that not much could be accomplished in our usual 

shorter sessions. In November we will again be rosemaling only once 

on November 19 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  

 On Sunday October 18 th we had our monthly meeting and our 

annual New Member Dinner. We were very happy to welcome our new 

members. We are joining the Sons of Norway Recruitment Blitz. The 

lodge with the largest percentage increase of dues paying members 

signed up before December 15, 2009 will win $500. To encourage 

more new members to join the Maine Nordmenn even during these  

difficult financial times we have decided to offer ½ price memberships 

for the next year to (September 15 th, 2009-September 15 th, 2010) and 

we are offering a special prize to the member who recruits the most 

new members. So get out there and convince your family and friends to 

make the most of this opportunity.  

 Please mark your calendar today with all  of the upcoming 

Maine Nordmenn activities that you will find listed in this newsletter. 

And PLEASE join us at as may of these activities as possible! Our       

success depends on all of us participating, and it is always fun to spend 

time together!    Carolyn  

carolynbrowne@gmail.com    (207)622-3096 

793 Webber Pond Rd.  

Vassalboro, ME 94989 

mailto:carolynbrowne@gmail.com


 

  
  October, 2009  

0BFra Presidenten Ralph Peterson 
Kjære Venner,  

This is the first time in a long time that I have written a letter to SON members while I 
�D�P���L�Q���1�R�U�Z�D�\�������,�W���L�V�������������$�0���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�X�Q���L�V���F�R�P�L�Q�J���X�S�������,���D�P���V�L�W�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���´�P�L�Q���V�Y�L�J�H�U�L�Q�Q�H��
�V�¡�V�W�H�U���N�M�¡�N�N�H�Q�µ���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�W���D���F�R�Z���S�D�V�W�X�U�H���R�Q���P�\���U�L�J�K�W�������7�K�H���V�K�H�H�S���D�Q�G���F�R�Z�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H������
showing up shortly and the center of Oslo is only 20 minutes away.  

I just read the Hartford lodge newsletter and they included a copy of their bylaws in this edition.  I think that 
publishing your bylaws on a set schedule is a great idea.  

Many lodges are offering their members an online copy of their newsletter.  It saves a lot of money and time.  
Not all members have access to the internet, but for many, it is a great option.  I receive many of your newslet-
ters and I am happy to receive your electronic editions.    

I received several newsletters this week that contained information about upcoming bazaars.  Please make sure 
your event is listed on the District Website www.sofn3D.org .   

The results of the District bowling tournament are now posted on the web site (10 teams competed) as well as 
pictures from the Maine Nordmenn Hummer Fest.  The lobsters were terrific.  

This past month we tried to reach many of our members by email.  At least 5 -10% of the emails were undeliver-
�D�E�O�H�������,�I���\�R�X���G�L�G�Q�·�W���J�H�W���D�Q���H�P�D�L�O���V�W�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���'�����Q�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���S�R�V�W�H�G���Z�H���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���G�L�G�Q�·�W��
have an email listing for you or it was listed incorrectly in the SON data base.  If you were one of those people 
please go on line to www.sofn.com  , update your information or call headquarters and have it done.  

Many of our lodges are putting a slate of candidates together for a fall election.  This is a most important proc-
ess.  Please say yes if you are asked to run for an office.  

�7�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���%�H�Q�H�I�L�W���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�R�U�V���L�Q���'�����F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���J�U�R�Z�������0�\���O�D�V�W���F�R�X�Q�W���Z�D�V���������)�%�&�·�V���D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���W�K�H��
District with more coming.  This is great news.  

Our membership numbers so far this year are in step with the rest of the order, not good.  But this is the time of 
�W�K�H���\�H�D�U���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H���D�G�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�����/�H�W�·�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���D�G�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���E�X�W���W�D�N�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�K�R�V�H���W�K�D�W���Z�H���K�D�Y�H�������,�Q���W�K�H��
September Viking, International President Rude points out some of the challenges we face and the opportunities 
we have as our lodges move forward.  In my opinion, the opportunities are greater than the challenges.  For 
those of you with internet access please check out the SON web site www.sonsofnorway.com/retention  .  The 
section contains a lot of good information that should be discussed and disseminated at your lodge and board 
meetings. 

�2�X�U���Q�H�Z���O�R�G�J�H���D�W���1�H�Z���%�H�U�Q���L�V���R�Q�O�\�������P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���P�D�J�L�F���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I�������������/�H�W�·�V���V�H�H���L�I���Z�H���F�D�Q�·�W���K�H�O�S��
them along.  

The winners of the Hurtigruten raffle are listed on the web site.  We had winners from North Carolina and Maine.  
Congratulations and thanks to all of you who participated in this important fund raiser.  Special thanks to Kris 
Rasmussen and Rolf Ekloff who worked so hard to make the raffle work.    Look for more news about a District 3 
July 2010 Hurtigruten trip.   

   

Med Vennlig Hilsen,       Ralph Peterson 


