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     This year marks the fifth year anniversary of Maine Nordmenn and As we come to the final 
months of 2008 I am pleased to say that it has been a very productive five years and especially 
a productive 2008.  We have had great presentations and celebrations and we continue to 
grow our organization by 35 members so far this year and seven heritage members.  Syttende 
Mai and Hummerfest were very successful and many people joined us for Hummerfest from 
other Sons of Norway Lodges.  A few Maine Nordmenn attended Morgensolen's Mid-Sommer 
Dag at Geneva Point on Lake Winnipesaukee, NH and had a very enjoyable time.    Hopefully 
this next summer we can get a large group to attend Morgensolen's Mid-Sommer Dag.  A very 
dedicated number of Maine Nordmenn helped to set up and attend the Maine Nordmenn Booth 
at the Cumberland Fair in September.  Although there were many helpers - the most dedicated 
were Sally and Charlie Abrahamson and June and Bill Kirk.  They did an outstanding job and 
now many more Maine citizens are aware of Maine Nordmenn.  As we slowly begin to grow we 
also need to consider our contributions to the Sons of Norway Foundation and also the Third 
District Charitable Trust.  Already some Maine Nordmenn individuals have made donations to 
one or both of these tax free organizations and the proceeds from the Hummerfest T-shirts 
were sent to the foundation.  Our Board will be discussing a plan for Maine Nordmenn to pro-
ceed forward with raising funds for both organizations which will be fair to the individual mem-
bers as well as the organization as a whole.  At a future date, we will provide information on the 
contributions made by both of these organizations but in the meantime - you can learn about 
them by to:  www.SOFN.com.  We are working to develop a calendar with all the activities of all 
the New England Lodges in order for our members to take advantage of the many wonderful 
programs and celebrations scheduled by those Lodges in 2009.  As all the New England 
Lodges begin to share their calendars of activities and celebrations - I would encourage all 
Maine Nordmenn members to take advantage of those activities by attending a few.   Maine 
Nordmenn Lodge will be hosting the Installation of all the elected officers of Morgansolen, 
Norumbega and Maine Nordmenn Lodges on Sunday, March 1, 2009 at the Emmaus Lutheran 
Church in Falmouth.  It is the responsibility of the host organization to provide a lunch prior to 
the Installation proceedings and I believe our talented and creative cooks will out do them-
selves for this event.  You may recall that I announced a$150.00 gift certificate to be given to 
the Maine Nordmenn member that brings in the most new members (six or more) to our Maine 
Nordmenn Lodge.  This is retroactive to January 1st of this year and will end December 12, 
2008  (the Day before Julefest-when the certificate will be awarded).  We are asking ALL mem-
bers to try and bring at least one new member to our group but now you have an opportunity to 
get a gift certificate and ALSO - you will be entered into the Sons of Norway  drawing for a trip 
of a lifetime.  The details for the Norway trip are on www.SOFN.com.  If you do not have a 
computer - you can go to your local library and access the website which is just loaded with 
great information about the Sons of Norway. Many of you know that Maine Nordmenn are one 
of the major sponsors for the Portland Stage Company's production of Peer Gynt (January 27 ï 
February 22, 2009).  Maine Nordmenn has made arrangements for a group to attend a special 
"Directors Talkback" performance on Wednesday, January 28, 2009.  The group attending will 
first meet for dinner and following dinner will walk to the theater.  After the play the director will 
come on stage for a dialog with the audience. Tickets for this special show are $40.00 and res-
ervations for dinner and ticket arrangements can be made by contacting Ann Adams at (207-
774-7989) or anadams10@hotmail.com  or  Bob Boylestad at (207-828-
5710)  or  Rboylestad@aol.com.  The $40.00 is for the show ticket only.  These tickets are lim-
ited so you must order them NOW - before  November 15th. Last is a reminder of our Julefest 
celebration.  I have received information from the North Pole that Julenissen will be coming 
with presents!  Parents, grandparents and others who are bringing children must inform Mrs. 
Claus of the childs/childrens name, age and gender by e-mail at                                           
Joanneport@aol.com     Hilsen - Paul (Odin)  

http://www.SOFN.com
http://www.SOFN.com
http://us.mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=anadams10@hotmail.com
http://us.mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Rboylestad@aol.com


Hei Alle Sammen!   Well by now most of us have had our first fall 

meeting, organized our nominating committee (if needed), got our 

bazaar assignments lined up and are ready to go.   Fall is here!! 

I was invited to visit the Vikings of the Smokies Lodge in Knoxville TN where they 

were presented with their charter and charter pins.  They are already over 70 

members and growing.  Just like our new lodges they are a very dynamic lodge. 

Our Charlotte lodge needs a bit of help.  They have 37 members and are looking for 3 more so we can plan 

their Institution.  If you know of a potential member in that area have them contact the NORSK Carolina 

President, Carol King @ ckingnc@bellsouth.net .  They already have two membership events planned for 

the fall but a little help would be good.  

Our Insurance Department in Minneapolis has applied for a license that will allow us to sell insurance in 

Georgia.  When it is approved we will able to sell insurance in all D3 states except Maine, Vermont, Dela-

ware and West Virginia.   Plans are being made to apply in Maine in the future .  Our insurance depart-

ment is looking for additional Financial Benefit Counselors in D3. If you know of someone who would be 

interesting in working for the SON Insurance Department they should contact Len Carlson at 800 -945-

8851.  

There are a lot of SON activities going on in D3 in October and many of them are listed on our WEB site so 

check it out, http://www.sofn3d.org/ .  The events are also found in the ñ3D Todayò. 

Our Sports and Recreation Director has organized a system of Sports Medal competition between the 

Zones.  Check the September issue of 3D Today for more details.  I hope that you participate.  I am on my 

way to earning an enamel medal in the Sykkelmerke category if I donôt slow down this month.  If I can do 

it you can do it. This is an excellent way for our Heritage members to join us in a SON activity.  Letôs put a 

run on the Sports Medal stores in Maryôs store room in Minneapolis.  For more information on the various 

categories of Sports Medal Competition check out the SON web site and look for the members benefit sec-

tion after you login.  

While you are logged in to the web site, check out the Cultural Medal program.  There are several, they are 

well prepared and you should find something there that will interest you.  

I just heard that the District Golf outing in Myrtle Beach was very successful.  We all thank Brother Keith 

for all his hard work on that project.  I understand that we had close to 40 golfers and many more at the 

banquet.  Perhaps next year we can even do better. 

Have you checked out the new SON blog?  If not, please do so, they have very 

interesting news there. You can find it at  

http://www.sonsofnorwayblog.blogspot.com/  

I am looking forward to meeting many of you at the Gulfstream Leif Erikson week-

end.  It should be a wonderful time. Check out the events section on the SON web 

site for all the information.  

Fraternally  

Ralph Peterson  

                       Third District President  

Fra Presidenten Ralph Peterson  

mailto:ckingnc@bellsouth.net
http://www.sofn3d.org/
http://www.sonsofnorwayblog.blogspot.com/


Time  

for  new  

officers  

Come and 

Vote  

Nov,6th  

 

Open this term are:                   Nominees so far are: 

President                                     Paul Moson 

Vise President                            Gedske Szepsy  

Trustee  2yr                                 Bill Kirk ,   Bob Boylestad  

Trustee  3yr                                  Bruce Johnson,    Gus Karlsen 

Membership Director                Joanne Jenssen 

Counselor  1 yr  

Foundation  Director        All offices are open  for Nominees  

If you would like to run or  would like to nominate someone, 

please come to the Nov 6th meeting  

Peer Gynt Production by the Portland Stage Company  

 

Maine Nordmenn lodge has chosen to be a sponsor for Portland Stage Company's production of Peer Gynt, 

which will run from  

January 27, 2009 through February 22, 2009.   In the Stage Companyõs words: 

Portland Stage partners with nationally renowned Figures of Speech Theatre to present a breathtaking journey of folklore and ima gination.  
Peer Gynt, a charmer, rogue, and storyteller, chases adventure from his home in Norway to troll caves, oceans, and the Africa n d esert.  
�$�F�W�R�U�V�����S�X�S�S�H�W�V�����D�Q�G���V�K�D�G�R�Z�V���P�D�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���Z�H�D�Y�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�R���D�Q�L�P�D�W�H���3�H�H�U�¶�V���V�H�D�U�F�K���I�R�U���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V���W�R���O�L�I�H�¶�V���E�L�J�J�H�V�W���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�� 
 

We look forward to this exciting production of perhaps Ibsenõs most Norwegian drama and the opportunity to 

contribute our knowledge of Norwegian culture to the community and in particular, to those junior and senior 

high school classes participating in Portland Stage Companyõs Early Show Program for young audiences. 

We want to thank our members who have made financial contributions to our effort in supporting Norwegian 

cultural events.  Their generosity is greatly appreciated.  

We are planning a special fundraising event for this show: The �0�D�L�Q�H���1�R�U�G�P�H�Q�Q���6�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�·�V���'�L�Q�Q�H�U���D�Q�G��
Evening at the Theater on Wednesday, January 28, 2009.  We have reserved 40 tickets for the show and 

have set the price at a premium of $40.00, so that our lodge will receive approximately half that sum as a con-

tribution towards our support for this Norwegian cultural event.   We will start the evening at Margaritaõs on 

Brown Street in Portland, with everyone ordering off the menu, and paying for their dinner.  We will then walk 

to the theater to attend the performance together.  After the show, we will enjoy the Stageõs special program, 

Director Talkback, where the director will engage the audience in a discussion  about the playõs effective-

ness.  We are looking forward to enjoying this Norwegian cultural evening, and sharing good fellowship with 

lodge members.  

 

Please look for more details in the mail and let us know as early as possible, if you will be able to attend our 

Supporterõs evening.    Our tickets are limited, but we will try to reserve more tickets if more of our members 

and friends would like to attend.                                                                                                                                                    

Contact Bob Boylestad at 828 5710 or Ann Adams at 774-7989 with any questions.  

If you cannot join us for this performance, we hope that you will be able to see the production during its run.  

When booking your ticket for this or for any other show this season, remember to state that you are a member 

of the Maine Nordmenn, so that you can save $5.00 off the price of your tickets.  

The theater is located at 25A Forest Avenue, in Portland, Maine.  The theater is in close proximity to The East-

land Hotel (High Street) and the Gateway Parking Garage, with entrances on High Street and Forest Avenue.  

Did you Knowé 

Norwegians arenõt far behind the Mexicans in terms of enjoying a spicy    

Mexican dish. They hold the distinction of being the European country to     

consume the most Mexican food.  


