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      WE ARE GROWING!!  Since January we have had 10 
new members join Maine Nordmenn and there has been a 
request for at least another half dozen membership applica-
tions.  It is also being reported by some of our members 
that there will be more joining soon.  HOORAY!  Welcome 
to all the new members and we look forward to your partici-
pation in our monthly meetings, events and Nordic Crafts 
and Culture sessions.  Plans are just about finalized for Syt-
tende Mai and Hummerfest.  These obviously are going to 
be great celebrations and I look forward to seeing all of our 
members, their family and friends attend.    My monthly e-
mails plus a few announcements have kept most of you up-
to-date with Maine Nordmenn activities but we still have a 
few members who do not get e-mail.  One solution is to ask 
a friend, neighbor or relative if they would not mind receiv-
ing an occasional e-mail with ñMaine Nordmennò in the sub-
ject line.  They can print out a copy for you.  If you find 
someone who is willing to do this  ï we need you to provide 
that e-mail address so we can send future announce-
ments.  You can have them e-mail me at ñ 
pmoson1@maine.rr.com ñ and be sure to tell them I need 
your name  listed in the e-mail so I will know who the mes-
sages are intended for.  We will still be sending a hard copy 
of the newsletters in the mail for those people who request 
it and are a member of the ñBooster Clubò.  As some of you 
know ï the money from the Booster Club is used to help 
pay for the printing and mailing of the newsletters.   As you 
can tell, I am very excited about our growth and our greater 
involvement in our membership meetings, Nordic crafts and 
culture sessions and our celebrations.   

Keep up the good work.  Tusen Takk! ï Hilsen, Paul (Odin) 

http://us.f657.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=pmoson1@maine.rr.com


     Location! Location! Location! This is one of those phrases which you hear a lot in the real estate market. I think loca-

tion when we are talking about the upcoming Third District Board Meeting in Virginia Beach, VA. The Holiday Inn Ex-

ecutive Center is between the boardwalk by the beach and downtown Norfolk, a perfect location for our guests to visit 

many attractions only minutes from the hotel. If you have checked their web site, you can see the luxury of the hotel but 

donõt forget to take advantage of a delightful array of amenities. 

     The 2008 Convention Committee is striving to give you a convention to remember. I hope we create fond memories 

of the culture and business that comes before us. They have been working for the past two -years planning all types of 

activities for the delegates and guests to enhance their stay.  

     We will begin the Memorial Service earlier this convention starting at 4:00pm on Wednesday, June 4 th so that we can 

have fun dining and cruising on the Spirit of Norfolk, past the Elizabeth River waterfront and Hampton Roads Harbor 

with spectacular skyline views of the mighty ships of the Navy's Atlantic Fleet. Cruising is the perfect way to meet and 

greet those who will join us during the three days of business and culture.  

     The convention business sessions will start on Thursday morning. We will conduct the business, hear the reports 

from our officers, listen to our invited guests, and have time to gather together to talk. Thursday evening will hold cul-

tural events or free time. The committee has firmed up many specialized speakers and presenters for your learning 

and entertainment. There will be power point presentations on language, weaving tapestry, òhands onó introduction to 

rosemaling, cultural skills program in general, demonstrators of knitting and  hardanger, plus others that are in the 

planning stage. We can all find one topic that will be of interest. I am looking forward to them all.  

     Friday will hold much of the same business during the day. After the afternoon coffee break, the committee has 

planned break -out session for the delegates and guests to enjoy. Many are being scheduled and you will have a choice 

of two different sessions to enjoy. It has been a long time since we had the opportunity to present break -out sessions 

and I encourage everyone to attend these programs. Friday evening will hold cultural events and the Viking Auction.  

     Saturday will hold the elections of the officers and the delegates to the International Convention. We hope to finish 

early and have time to relax or plan brainstorming sessions with fellow delegates. A few of you might like to meet to 

talk over issues in your lodges, programs for success, officer duties, or any topic that is of interest to your lodge. Many 

good ideas and thoughts come out during these types of meetings and you could get a nice cross -section of district 

ideas. Saturday evening will be the installation of officers and the banquet with guest speaker H.E. Ambassador Strom-

men. We will present the Lodge of the Year Awards and the Leif Erikson Citation Award. We will end the evening with 

dining and dancing until the wee hours of the morning.  

     The other venues to visit are the vendor boutique and the Cultural Skills room. We have such talented members. I 

admire each Norwegian tradition. The needlework, the woodcarving, the music, the artwork created by such skilled 

workers. I am in awe at every convention. I wish each entrant success and good luck with your projects.  

     As guests you may wish to take advantage of the attractions in the area. You may plan to visit the Annual Norfolk Har-

borfest held June 6 -8thand view the Tall Ships, take a walk on the beautiful sand beaches, have fun at Busch Gardens, or 

a side trip to Colonial Williamsburg. Arrange to stay additional days and make the most of the hotel rates for the week 

before and after the convention. Roy and I spent our honeymoon in Williamsburg and at the beach, so we are looking 

forward to staying a few extra days.  

     I must state my òbragging rightsó go to the 2008 Convention Committee. Their dedication to make this a wonderful 

cultural convention has been outstanding. Chairman Verlin Morton and his workers are busy crossing the òtõsó and dot-

ting the òiõsó preparing each step of the way. The additional break-out sessions, the cultural events, the cruise in the 

harbor, are all planned to make this an enchanting conference. I hope many of you will join the board and the dele-

gates enjoying the fellowships you form. You will not be sorry.  

     Letõs have a great convention.                 Hurrah!  Syttende mai.                        Barbara 
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