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Already a third of our year has gone by and we have had a very busy time.  We 
learned how to make lefse and we shared Easter traditions in Norway (past and 
present).  We have added some new members -some who actually are from 
Norway.  We had a winner in our contest to bring in the most members and that 
was Dorothy Selleck.  Now we look forward to our first celebration of the year 
which will take place on May 16th in celebration of  Syttende Mai.  Anne-Lise 
Moson and Gedske Szepsy (Co-chairs) have     everything under control for 
what will be a spectacular "Norwegian Constitution Day".  We will be             
entertained by the Knoff family from Vermont.  Jon Knoff, MD grew up in   
Trondheim Norway and decided to come to the United States to study music in 
college.  Along the way he discovered he was more interested in Medicine and 
became a physician (anesthesiologist).  He along with his three children      
Kassandra (14), Johan (12), and Katarina (10) are quite accomplished accordionists and 

will provide a repertoire with ensemble and solos - mostly Scandinavian.  Like all of 

our celebrations we always need members and friends who are willing to help with the 

morning set-up, the after celebration clean up and contributions with food and also 

items for the silent auction.  If you are interested in helping with any of these things - 

please contact Anne-Lise at (741-2934 or Gedske at (582-8353).  Of course the most 

important thing is to make a commitment to attend by placing this on your calendar 

now and not letting anything else deter you from attending.  It also very helpful to the 

organizers if you pay early.  Remember - it is the people that make these events       

successful. 

Maine Nordmenn hosted the Installation of appointed and elected officers for the 

Lodges of Morgensolen, Norumbega and Maine Nordmenn on March 29th.  The new 

president of Morgensolen is Debbie Jackson and Andrew Holman is the new president 

of Norumbega. 

Maine Nordmenn is invited to join Morgensolen for a summer solstice celebration 

which will take place on June 20th (Saturday)  in Ipswich, MA ï details will come 
in May - we will make arrangements for many of the Maine Nordmenn to   
attend (car pool).  If more than 25 people wish to attend ï we might consider 
a bus charter.  We will pole the membership in early June to find out how 
many people wish to go. 

If you have access to e-mails and have not been receiving e-mails from Paul 
(Odin) - then please send him your name, e-mail address and phone number 
to (pmoson1@maine.rr.com) - and he will see that you are on the list to     
receive future Maine Nordmenn announcements.

 

Tusen Takk - Paul (Odin) Moson, President of Maine Nordmenn 

http://us.mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=pmoson1@maine.rr.com


From District 3 President            Ralph Peterson                                       April 2009 

Hei alle sammen, 

Today I am writing to you from Tampa, FL where it was in the high 80ôs yesterday, 

ahhhhhh, what more can  I say! We had a nice leisurely drive down and have got the RV 

in position for the month. We are ready for the weekend regatta.  It is looking to be a 

great weekend that the Gateway to Florida has put together.  We all know that increas-

ing membership continues to be our top priority. District 3 had three members who were 

honored for their recruiting efforts in 2008. The number two recruiter in the entire order 

was Kent Larson from Gateway to Florida with 26 new members; Vennekretsen had not 

one but two members honored (no wonder that they are growing), Erik Kind with 14 

members and Nina Roswell with 11 members. We all send our congratulations to these 

members for their great effort. Thank you very much! At our recent District Board 

meeting we reviewed the status of our goals. It is a little early to get a good handle on 

everything but almost half of the lodges have recruited at least one new member. We 

have started one new lodge and are working on a second, New Bern 3-682(11 members 

including 6 new SON members). So far several lodges have earned sports medals. No 

Cultural Medals have been reported as earned so far but several are in progress. The one goal that has not seen much progress 

is the goal of increasing the number of Lodges with Membership Committees to 70%. The Constitution requires 100%. We are 

currently at 30% so we have a long way to go. If 100% of our lodges have active Membership committees we will be taking 

care of our membership goals. We also decided to add one additional goal and that is to add 75 new Benefit Members. With the 

products we have to offer, especially the new Viking 26 policy, I think we can make this goal. The youth camp letters are on 

their way. We are hoping for a sold out camp this year. District 3 has some Campership money available and there are match-

ing funds available from the SON Foundation. I know that some of the Lodges and Zones have camperships available so there 

is financial help available for the tuition. Our Youth Director has all the information available. We will have information about 

our Sports Medal and the Juvenile Cultural Medal available for the campers. Perhaps some of them will help your lodge meet 

their goals. We have had some changes at the District Level Leadership level. Ken Fagerheim had to resign his post as LOV 

Chair because of personal reasons. We were very fortunate that Rolf Ekloff has agreed to finish out Kenôs tour. We want to 

thank Ken for his efforts and welcome Rolf on Board. Gene and Nalda Olson have accepted the position of the D3 Adopt a 

School coordinator. Please send them your Adopt a School information and for those Lodges who work with/in schools or 

other youth groups and have not informed the District that you have a program please let Gene and Nalda know so we can give 

your lodge the appropriate credit and take some for the District as well. The District receives ($6.50) from most adult member 

dues paid to the Sons of Norway. This is our main source of income. It is not enough to meet all our financial requirements 

(Lodge visitations, Installations, District & International Conventions, New Lodge Starts, Administrative costs, etc). In order to 

balance the budget we need to hold fund raisers. This year we have a great fund raiser. The Hurtigruten group has donated two 

voyages (2 people on each voyage) to District 3. The voyage goes from Bergen to Kirkenes. The tickets are valid from 1 Octo-

ber 2009 through 31 March 2010 and the drawing will be held at LOV in early September. Kris Rasmussen and Rolf Ekloff are 

running the raffle for the District. The Local Lodge Presidents will be receiving more information about the raffle shortly. This 

will be a great deal for someone! Buy often!! Hurtigruten will be supplying the District with more information about their 

cruises and sales. Feel free to use this material in your newsletters and web sites. I visited the 2010 convention site near Harris-

burg, PA with the convention committee last week. It looks great. There are many interesting places close by so plan on com-

ing early and stay later. More on this later; check the District Web site frequently. 

                                                                                                                                              Fraternally, Ralph Peterson 




