
   

  

 

www.sofn.com        www.sofn3d.org         www.mainenordmenn.com  

Check out these web sites  

Elected voting Board  

President ðCarolyn Browne       

622-3096    carolynbrowne@gmail.com  

Vice President ð Gedske Szepy 

582-0353           tszepsy@yahoo.com 

Counselor ð Gus Karlsen                        

 766-2188          Karlsen@prodigy.net  

Rec. SecretaryñDiane Eiker     

773-3802      deiker@myfairpoint.net  

TreasurerñHerb (Olaf) Hoppe 

428-4216           hahoppe@yahoo.com 

Special Events Coordinator  

Bob Boylestad                               

828-5710            Rboylestad@aol.com 

Program Dir. ð       Bruce Johnson 

428-3640       bjohns8@maine.rr.com  

Membership Dir. - Joanne Jenssen 

761ð7994                                           

jaonneflinkjentejenssen@yahoo.com           

Newsletter Editor -Web editor  

Sally Abrahamson  

833-2419   uffdamobile@yahoo.com  

Trustee  2009 -        John Jenssen  

(same as Joanne)       

Trustee 2010 -           Bill Kirk  

872-5298     kajune35@myfairpoint.net      

Trustee 2011    -    Bruce Johnson 

428-3640  bjohns8@maine.rr.com  
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Hilsen alle sammen,  

 Summer has finally arrived and I hope to see all of you at our 
two upcoming summer events:  

SUMMER PICNIC JULY 18TH 

HUMMERFEST AUGUST 1ST 

If for some reason you did not receive or have misplaced all the details 
about each event, please e -mail me at carolynbrowne@gmail.com  or 
call me at 622-3096, and I will send you the information immediately. 
Both events promise to be a lot of fun, with lots of good food, and good 
fellowship. Please be sure to attend both events if at all possible!  

 A few of the board members suggested that, since there is not a 
lot of lodge news at this time of year, this might be a good opportunity 
for me to tell you a little about myself since I am your newly appointed 
president. I am one half Norwegian. My motherõs parents met on the 
boat to America in 1913 and married in Boston, MA two years later. 
When I was thirteen years old I spent five months in Norway with my 
grandparentsõ families in Kristiansand and Oslo. I have been lucky 
enough to make 7 more visits to Norway and many of my family there 
have visited us here in the states.  

 I have been married to Bill Browne for 44 years and am happy to 
say that I like him even better now than I did when we married. J We 
are lucky to have a wonderful family: two sons, two daughter -in-laws, 
four grandchildren, and very large extended family. I taught elemen-
tary school, and ran a catering business (both of which I loved doing) 
for many years and have now been retired for 7 years. I am looking for-
ward to serving as your president for the remainder of this term, and I 
am looking forward to getting to know each of you at the picnic, the 
Hummerfest, and at our Maine Nordmenn meetings.  

 Please always feel free to contact me at any time for any reason. 
Our strength and our success are dependent on us all working to-
gether. I am very interested in any suggestions that you might have 
that might be good for our members, the Maine Nordmenn and the 
Sons of Norway. 

    Ha det bra,                           Carolyn Browne 

                                        carolynbrowne@gmail.com  

       (207)622-3096 

       793 Webber Pond Rd.  

       Vassalboro, ME 04989 
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Hei alle sammen,  

I hope that you had a great Syttende Mai where ever you where. I was in Brooklyn for that 

parade. I know that we had a lot of great events throughout the District. Please post your 

lodge event pictures on our web site.  

The Grand Marshall of the Brooklyn parade was International President Dan Rude. This was 

his second visit to District Three in a very short time and he is welcome back whenever he wants.  

Our membership status is entering a tough part of the year. So far we have lost some members but we are very 

close to holding our own. The summer months have historically been months where we have lost a lot of mem-

bers. Please do your best to keep in contact with all your members and continue to sign up new members. In 

other words you donõt have the summer off when it comes to membership.  

The Founders awards for 2008 have been released. The Founders awards are given to lodges who have had at 

least a 3% increase in membership growth over the past year. I am happy to say that we had several lodges who 

earned the award which comes with at least a $50 check and more if you have more that a 20% increase. Sister 

Gail has more on this subject and the winners will be posted on our web site. Congratulations to those Lodges on 

this list. Hopefully we will see your lodgeõs name there next year.  

We have had a flurry of Anniversaries in the District in the past days. Sarasota celebrated their 35 th, Henrik Ibsen 

their 75 th, Oslo their 60 th, Southern Star their 15 th, Hartford their 45 th and Gateway to Florida their 35 th.  

I wanted to get to all the anniversaries as they are truly special events. I did get to 3 of them and they were all 

great. Congratulations to all.  

Our Hurtigruten project is going well. If you havenõt seen any tickets yet, check with your President. I hope to 

hear from the winner(s) as they cruise the Northern coast of Norway. This is our major fund raiser for the year so 

help yourself and the District by purchasing a ticket. Most of our lodges as well as the District do not publish a 

news letter during the summer. Our District web site will be up and running all summer so you can continue to 

post your events and the District Board will continue to post information as well. I hope to send you a short note 

as well over the summer months. The bottom line is to continue to check the web site on a routine basis as there 

is a lot of pertinent information available there.  

Our web site has been doing well since we had it reworked. We have been averaging about 5,000 hits a week and 

two weeks we were in the 10,000 hit range. The posting of the District Newsletter (TDT) may have had an impact 

on the 2 high numbers. Hopefully we have some future members looking at the site trying to check on your 

lodge. We have asked for a history of each lodge to post on the site; so far we have only received about 10     

histories, we can do better. Please send your histories in so we can get them posted. We also want you to post 

your pictures and events. Letõs keep the site full, current and interesting for our own members, our prospective 

members and potential visitors from lodges across the country. It can only help our membership goals.  

Have a great summer and donõt leave home without a couple of membership applications in your pocket!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Fraternally, Ralph Peterson, President District Three, Sons of Norway   

                                                                           See you in Maine at the Hummerfest!  




