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Check out our new web site

It is my pleasure to address you in this newsletter as president of Maine Nord-
menn. Most of you know that Terje (TK) Hansen needed to go back to Bergen,
Norway and therefore it was necessary for him to give up the position as presi-
dent. Having been approached by the Board - | accepted the interim nomination
and have been appointed by the board to serve the remaining (1 year) of the term
as President of Maine Nordmenn. As an added point of information - TK has
landed in Bergen and is doing well. | am just beginning to realize the depth and
responsibility of this position and | look forward to the help of all members as we
continue our growth and increase our activities. My goals are simple - To increase
our membership, to increase our visibility and to develop ways to increase our
fundraising - therefore increase our ability to acquire some of the needed items for
our organization.

Julefest was a great success. As usual, the food was spectacular and
there are many people to thank for that. The children had a program set just for
them and seemed very intent as they leaned about the songs and customs and
also how the mice in Norway celebrate Christmas "Musevisa". Herb (Olaf) nar-
rated a "Christmas in Norway" which included a collection of Norwegian and
American Carols - and their significance to the Norwegian Christmas festivi-
ties. The "Not so Famous" Nordmenn Choir backed up the narrative. We were
entertained by Warren Johnson and his accordion who played many Norwegian
Christmas songs and other Norwegian selections. The most fun was when eve-
ryone joined in dancing and singing around the Christmas tree. It is going to be
difficult to match the 2007 Julefest celebration - but knowing the members of
Maine Nordmenn - | believe it will be even more exciting and fun in 2008. We
hope to have that date set before our February Meeting.

Our first 2008 membership meeting was held on January 3rd and the theme
was hot soup, homemade bread and dessert. Again the members provided a
feast fit for Viking Royalty that warmed our tummies and spirits. We also started
a program of learning a new Norwegian phrase at each meeting and we ask that
those phrases be used by everyone at each meeting. The first phrase was "Takk
for Sist" which is a common greeting that means thanks for the last time we
met. Hopefully everyone who attends the February meeting will say this to each
and everyone they meet. Everyone present also had an opportunity to share
where there ancestors and/or relatives came from in Norway and marked those
locations on a map of Norway with pins. We will continue this at future meetings
to make sure that all member will have an opportunity to do that. The map will be
displayed at all Maine Nordmenn meetings. The programs have been set for
our next three membership meetings and at the February one we have Adam
Cote as our guest. While serving in Iraq, Adam started the "Adopt an Iraqi
Village" program which involved Maine Nordmenn and spread participa-
tion throughout the United Stated and also involved Afghanistan. Adam
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Land of the Vikings has such a wonderful New Years Gala weekend. Everyone should take one
special year for them and plan to celebrate with so many others in the District. It is always a bar-
rel of fun for everyone who comes. With music galore, food to entice your taste buds, and friend-
ships to enjoy for your lifetime, | hope everyone makes that one of their resolutions for the future.
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January is one of my favorite Sons of Norway times. Installations begin and many of us make the extra effort to attend
these fun celebrations. | wish all the Lodge Presidents 0 Go o d L for¢hkiopendingtermand 0 Good Luck and
y o0 utd all the Lodge Officers for giving of themselves for a successful and fruitful year or two years to come. | applaud
your dedication.

Rachele Hockert contacted me to say we have a new server for the Sons of Norway Web site: www.sonsofnorway.com
so if you had trouble downloading your officers, trying to renew your membership, or making donations to the SON Foun-
dation, please take a moment to recheck that your information was received and is correct. Rochelle thanks everyone for
their patience in this change to the larger server.

District Secretary Gail Ekloff wants to remind  the lodges to send their Leif Erikson Applications in to the District Secre-
tary by Feb. 20th of 2008. Also remind them that if they have a past applicant they wish to have reconsidered they must
resubmit all the information and try to add newer information. Good Luck to all the applicants.

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS are welcome at anytime not only for holidays and birthdays. This is a wonderful way to share your
heritage with your children and friends. | have given a few during the holidays, but it is something | plan on doing
throughout the year. Plus, it will also help to increase your lodge membership.

Moving the 999 members into local lodges has been hugely successful. | want to thank those Zone Directors who have
encouraged lodges to invite these members into the local lodge and thank the Lodges for making them feel very wel-
come. Vice President Ralph and Publicity Karen are e -mailing the Third District Today to all 999 members. It was such a
great success, at last count 84 members moved from 999 to the local lodges. It was a nice way for those members to see
they are part of a larger group and can partake in the smaller and quainter workings of the local lodge. Kudos to Ralph
and Karen for the idea and making it happen. A job well done!

Foundation Director Cindy Olson is pleased to announce the 2006 -2008 Foundation Goal regarding the number of
Lodges giving to the Foundation. Our goal was to have 25 % of lodges giving.  We have already reached 44%! Thank you
for making this a priority within your districts. Congratulations to District Five earning the #1 spot of total number of
lodges participating! Let 6s take the challenge to do better and have a
best percentage of lodges donating. Here is what we have received from January 1 through December 1, 2007: District
Three - 18 lodges of 50 totaling 36%. Total (Districts 1 -6)156 lodges of 356 totaling 44%. 3-612 Bondelandet Lodge do-
nated $610 and was listed as one of the top 14 lodges which donated. Honorable mention to the following who have given
$500+ was 3-529 Everglades Lodge . Each lodge can choose where their donations are placed, but | want to remind you of
some of our seven families who received from the Humanitarian Fund when Hurricane Charlie barreled across Florida.

Cindy continues to keep the District Presidents apprised of the fires in California and the Floods in the Midwest. Amaz-
ingly no one lost their home to date. Please keep those members in your prayers.

| have learned of another soldier that is serving in Irag. His name is Joshua Pieper from Fredriksten Lodge 3  -125, the
District and International Dues have been waived for the length of his employment. Please keep Joshua along with our
other soldiers Franklin Morrison, Pete Johansen, and Larissa V. Foseth in your hearts during their employments. Thank a
soldier when you see them for keeping us safe. | have.

It saddens me to inform you of the passing of a Former District Publicity Director Helen Sjursen. She passed to Lodge
Eternal on November 9 . She was one of our first Third District Lifetime Achievement Award winners. She was well loved
by all who knew her and was always there when | needed the answer to a question. Helen and Cliff would come to my
board meetings, her wanting the information for Noreg Lodge first hand. She was a dear friend, someone | respected, and

someone who | will miss dearly. | know Yyou are still watching me Helen, | hope to do you proud.

All my love,

Barbara
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