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Godt Nytt Ƕr!   

 As we begin the sixth year of the formation of Maine 

Nordmenn, we can reflect back on the many accom-

plishments we have achieved.   Our membership now ex-

ceeds 150 and we have been enjoying our monthly mem-

bership meetings, our celebrations and our Nordic Craft 

and Culture sessions.   As many of you know Maine 

Nordmennõs goal is simple: to promote Norwegian heri-

tage, culture, traditions and fraternal fellowship through 

cultural and social opportunities. With donations from 

some of our members and a $1,000.00 grant from the 

Sonõs of Norway Foundation we have been able to spon-

sor a major production of Henrick Ibsenõs Peer Gynt 

which will run from January 27 th  to February 22 nd .  The 

play is a breathtaking journey of folklore and imagina-

tion. Peer Gynt, a charmer, rogue, and storyteller, 

chases adventure from his home in Norway to troll 

caves, oceans, and the African desert as he searches for 

answers to lifeõs biggest questions.  If you have not yet 

made arrangements to see this play ð you may get de-

tailed information by going to www.Portlandstage.com  

or calling their box office at (207 -744-0465).  This news-

letter will have our new Board of Directors and our 2009 

calendar.   We look forward to seeing many of you at our 

2009 meetings and celebrations and I encourage all of 

you to get involved in some way to help our organization 

grow and prosper.  

 Tusen Takk ð Paul Moson (Odin) President of Maine 

Nordmenn  

http://www.portlandstage.com/


 

January 2009     Hei alle sammen,  

Itõs the 16th of December today and I am wore out watching AnneGrete getting ready for Christ-
mas.  I did play a significant role in the lefse baking and a lesser role in putting up decorations but 

when it comes to the rest of the cooking, I just taste.  

Let me congratulate the Norsk Carolina 3 -679 who today has 45 members.  We will be instituting 
the lodge 24 January 2009 at 7 PM.  Check out the web site for all the details which will be posted 
as soon as they are firm.   I hope that we will have a great turn out as we welcome Norsk Carolina 

into the order.  

We have been contacted by the company who holds the gas lease on LOV, Chesapeake Appalachia, LLC.  They 
would like us to enter into a two year  òpipeline right of way option agreementó.   We are currently in negotia-
tions with them as to where it would go, when it would go in and what would we get for letting them use LOV for 
the pipeline.   The pipeline would be buried 36ó below the surface and it would be a level stretch 55õ wide.  The 
idea for us is that  it would be a great cross country skiing and hiking trail. It would connect with the state land 
and probably the farm next to the property so it would be a nice long trail.   Their plan at the moment is that 4 -6 
gas wells will be drilled to the South of LOV about 4 miles away from LOV.   The drilling should start this spring. 
We will be paid for this right of way but the pipeline lease is much less than the drilling rights. We will keep you 

advised as events occur.  

Also of interest in the gas world is that SATATOIL HYDRO from Norway has bought a 32 % share of the Chesapeake 
Appalachia Marcellus gas project.   Perhaps we can invite that Norwegian company to dinner when/if we drill/hit 

that first well on LOV.  

Hopefully you will take time out to review the District Three goals.   I think that all the goals are within 
reach.  However to reach them, it will take effort from all lodges and all members.   I hope that you pitch in to 

help the District reach and exceed the goals.  

Membership is an ongoing struggle but one that we can handle.   The following lodges have all achieved more 

than a 10% growth so far this year: Bernt Balchen, Bondelandet, Hudson Valley, Maine Nordmenn , Norsk Caro-

lina and Vennekretsen.   If they can do it, so can you.  

I had an opportunity to attend the Norrøna 50 th anniversary and it was a great event.   I couldnõt make LOVõs 30th 
but I have heard it was also a great event.   Many thanks to Doris Beck for all her efforts and thanks to all of you 

who helped in making both evenings such a great success. 

I hope that you all had a great Christmas and that 2009 will exceed all your expectations and dreams.  

 

District 3 Goals  

District 3 goals covering the period Jan. 1, 2009 - May 31, 2010.  Grow local lodge membership by 5 percent  

Maintain net membership  

All lodges to recruit at least one new member  

Increase the number of lodges with active Membership Committees to 70 percent  

Start one new lodge  

All lodges to earn at least one sports medal  

All lodges to earn at least one cultural medal  

All lodges to send a donation to the Charitable Trust  

Have a sold out Youth Camp 

 

Fraternally,  Ralph Peterson,  President District 3  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zone 2, the New England Sons of Norway lodges, will be 

hosting a weekend at Land of the Vikings the weekend of 

April 17 - 19.    All of the activities for the weekend--games, 

songs, sports-- will revolve around the theme of Old Norse 

mythology, which will also be the theme for this year's 17th 

of May parade in Brooklyn.  It will be a fun-filled--and    

possibly vaguely educational--weekend with old friends and 

new from the lodges in Zone 2 and members of other lodges 

in New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania (and sometimes 

from Norway) who generally join us.      

If you've never been to LOV, think about coming for the 

weekend and finding out what is so special about the cultural 

and recreational center all of us in the Third District 

own.  The prices are reasonable, the food is delicious, and the 

surroundings are beautiful.  Call Bev and Rick Budrick,  

managers, at 507-461-3500 or e-mail them at 

vikingland@tds.net to make your reservation.  Be sure to tell 

them you're a Sons of Norway member so you can get the 5% 

member discount. 

 

2/01   Erik Johannessen 

2/02   Betsy Borda 

2/04   Loren Eiane  

2/07   Rachel Kauserud 

2/09   Tove Jacobson 

2/15   Daniel Boutin  

2/16   Ingrid Ebersole  

2/17   Bruce Peterson 

2/21   John Ebersole 

2/21   Nancy Donaldson  

2/24   Lois Anderson  

2/25   David Selleck  

2/26   Elvind Rynning  

2/26   Donna Rauschke 

2/28   Janet Morgan 

3/02   Priscilla Davis  

3/05   Sally Abrahamson  

3/09   Bjarne Schussler 

3/13   Beverly Haskell  

3/15   Guy Cote  

3/21   Valerie Ahlquist -Cotnoir  

3/24   Adam Cote  

3/29   Deborah Carlton  

4/02   Chellie Pingree  

4/08   Kitty Chadbourne  

4/08   Donna Lacy 

4/08   Gordon Winsor  

4/10   Bruce Johnson 

4/12   Ronald Anderson  

4/18   Herb Hoppe  

4/20   Anne  Reigstad  

4/22   Donna Chapman  

4/23   Jane Sullivan 

4/24   Christina Lacy  

4/25   Frank Lundblad  

4/26   Karen Solberg  

4/27   Ken Rauschke 

4/29   Ted Chadbourne  

4/29   Karen Gillum  

 

Heritage Members  

2/05   Austin Phillips  

2/06   Emma Goff 

3/08   Isaac Selleck 

3/21   Devyn  Packard  

3/30   Eric Freud  

4/14   Finnian Lacy  

4/19   Karon Karter    

4/22   Erica Ebersole  

Margerthe Ecklund   

John & Joanne Jenssen 

Fr .James hammer OFM, CAP 

Nancy & Gordon Winsor  

Elizabeth Munnick  

Carol & Hugh Huleatt  

Ethel Olsen  

Art & Bonnie Stolpestad  

Judi Mack 

Sally and Charlie Abrahamson  

05/10 

10/09 

10/09 

05/09 

04/09 

04/09 

03/09 

10/09 

04/10 

10/09 

Kitty Chadbourne  

Bob & Elsa Boylestad 

Donna & Ken Rauschke 

Don and Marion Olen  

Bob & Rachel Kauserud 

Polly Hansen 

Carroll & Marion Schroeder  

Anne-Lise & Paul Moson 

Herb & Carolyn Hoppe  

Roman & Ellen-Carin Piaskoski  

Eva Bergesen                                     

08/09 

11/09 

11/09 

05/09 

03/09 

11/08 

05/10 

04/09 

11/09 

07/09 

07/09 

                                                                     
Red*  

Time to renew  your 
booster membership      

before the next  
newsletter .  

BlueñRenew coming 
up. Thank You for 

supporting the  
Maine Nordmenn          
Newsletter. If you 
would like to be a 
booster, itõs only $10 

a year. Booster $ 
helps with the costs 

of publishing the 
newsletter, such as 
Ink, Paper, Stamps, 

etc    

 See Sally to sign up     

 Uffdamobile@       
yahoo.com  

In Memoriam  

Ruth A.Thorsheim Dickey  age 100  

Maine Nordmenn lost their oldest member on Nov 26, 2008. 

Ruth was very proud of her Norwegian heritage and was 

known as the òEnergizer Bunnyó of Dirigo Pines in Orono 

where she resided. Originally from Iowa, Ruth taught school 

and then became a registered nurse  and traveled with her 

husband, Howard, to all 50 states and many countries,          

including Norway . Ruth is the mother of Dorothy Selleck also 

a member of Maine Nordmenn. Condolences to her and her 

family.  

We have room for you, Just send your $10 to Sally or Herb  

http://us.mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=vikingland@tds.net

