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 Hilsen alle sammen, 

 I wish you all a very HAPPY NEW YEAR that will be filled with 

good health and happiness! 

 At our November meeting we elected our Maine Nordmenn offi-

cers for 2010, enjoyed an excellent program about some of our membersô 

trip to Hostfest, and enjoyed making Norwegian Christmas decorations for 

our Julefest tree. 

 About 80 attended our Julefest celebration in December that fea-

tured lots of good fellowship, good food, a beautiful Santa Lucia program, 

folkdancing, singing around the tree, Julenissen, other childrenôs activities, 

and a successful silent auction. Norwegians really know how to celebrate 

Christmas! 

 At our January meeting we had a delicious soup, bread and dessert 

supper and a program that taught us all a great deal about the beautiful 

Norwegian Sølji. 
 If you possible can, please be sure to join us on SUNDAY                               

FEBRUARY 14th for our monthly meeting. The evening features our long 

anticipated program about Researching Your Norwegian Ancestors. Be 

sure to invite family and friends who might also be interested in this     ex-

cellent presentation. 

 Our annual fund raiser is off to a good beginning. Please make 

every effort to sell as many chances as possible for a yearôs supply of gas. 

The odds of winning this raffle are really excellent and everyone needs 

gasoline. 

 GOOD NEWS! We have 22 new members and 10 new heritage 

members. Please keep up the good work spreading the word about the ad-

vantages of becoming a member of the Maine Nordmenn. 

   Ha det bra and contact me at anytime  if I can be helpful in any-

way,          Carolyn 

 

carolynbrowne@gmail.com   

 (207)622-3096                                                                                                                                

793 Webber Pond Rd.                                                                                    

Vassalboro, ME 94989 
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 Hei alle sammen, 

For many of us the snow came and went but the cold weather stuck around a bit longer that 
many of us liked.  The one good thing is we probably got rid of a few bugs that would have 

bothered us next summer.  

Congratulations to Gateway to Florida 3 -541 and Dovre 3 -232  for winning the Fall SON membership competition.  
District Three swept both the large and small lodge categories .   Each lodge will get a $500 check from SON head-
quarters and a lot of bragging rights.  For both lodges it was a big step forward.  For Gateway to Florida it was just 
a culmination of a lot of awards they have recently earned   and for Dovre, it was one great giant step forward in 

their efforts to getting back on solid ground.            .  

January is always a great month.  We have Officer Installation ceremonies all up and down the East Coast. We have 
new ideas being put forth and new members taking offices along with some experienced hands helping them along, 

itõs a great program.  Let me offer my congratulations and thanks to all of our new and returning officers.  

 Some of these new ideas that will be proposed may not always be well received but letõs give them a chance.  
What kind of an organization would we be today if we didnõt have women in our ranks or using English in our meet-
ings?  Those are two changes that were probably tough for many to take when they were proposed but they have 
helped make our organization the great one it is.   Above all, letõs not forget that we are a fraternal organization 

that is based on rules that apply to all of us.  

District Three and the entire order had great positive membership months during November and December.   Janu-
ary is doing ok but not as great as the past two months.  Letõs get our Membership committees up and going and 

institute/improve our mentoring programs.  

 Our web site http://www.3dsofn.org/home.html  averaged 97 visitors a day last month.  As of Jan 18 the daily av-
erage for Jan was 138 visitors a day.  That is a huge jump from our 64 a day in June 2009.  Our D3 blog got a large 
uptick in traffic as well.  Three of our Adopt a School lodges posted notes on their programs.  I encourage more 
lodges to follow their lead.  http://3dsofn.org/blog/2009/11/12/adopt -a-school/#comments   We will be posting 
additional information on the convention as it becomes available.  http://3dsofn.org/blog/category/convention   
June Cooper, Hampton Roads 3-522, has produced a DVD of the 2008 convention.  It is a great production, profes-
sionally done, 28 minutes long and covers all the events of the convention.  The cost of the DVD including shipping, 
handling and taxes is $20.  It will be a great program for your lodge as well as your own personal enjoyment.  Addi-
tional information on ordering the DVD can be found on the web or you can email June at June-

cooper@mindspring.com   

LOV recently had a major upgrade to the heating system.  The new equipment will improve reliability, safety and 

reduce the heating costs.  

This is the time of year when we start electing Convention delegates, drafting resolutions and filling out Lodge of 

the Year forms.  These are all important events for our lodges.  They deserve our complete attention.  

The Institution of the Drammen Lodge will take place at The Chelsea Restaurant, 335 Middle Street, New Bern, NC. 

Festivities start at 5:30 on 20 Feb 2010. Check the web site for full details or call Arty Ellis at 252 637 7547.  

Third District Today   

0BFra Presidenten Ralph Peterson 

Ralph Peterson 
President 
District Three  
Sons of Norway  

Donõt forget to: 

http://www.3dsofn.org/home.html
http://3dsofn.org/blog/2009/11/12/adopt-a-school/#comments
http://3dsofn.org/blog/category/convention
mailto:Junecooper@mindspring.com
mailto:Junecooper@mindspring.com


61st Third District Convention -2010 
To make the 61st Sons of Norway Third District Convention a success there needs to be a balance between business meetings and fun for every-

one. We think that with the combined efforts of the Host Lodges and the Third District Board we will be able to do just that. 

The host committee has worked hard to make this convention affordable, enjoyable, enlightening, and all encompassing for the delegates, non 

delegates families and friends. 

Wednesday night 

The plan is to start on Wednesday June 9th , with the Memorial Service at 5 pm followed by conversation and congeniality cash bar, then on to 

the buffet dinner Presidents reception. 

Thursday 

This is the first day of Delegate Assembly Session. 

The folk art/cultural skills exhibit will open to delegates. Walking through the exhibition and seeing all the amazing pieces of artwork is always 

a great way to spend some free time. There will be rosemaling pieces, woodcarvings, woven art and so much more! And remember every piece 

you see was created by a Sons of Norway member. The high level of artistry and craftsmanship of our members is always a source of pride. 

This is an opportunity that if you see something you think youôd like to try the Sons of Norway offers a Cultural Skills Program which is free to 

members. 

We have a great group of vendors to patronize. They will be here till Saturday so make sure you visit with them. Donôt forget the convention 

shirts for yourself and the little ones. 

Friday  
This night brings us together for a great ñVIKING AUCTIONò There are 25 tickets you were given when you registered /picked up your tote 

bag and packet. Of course you are welcome to increase your chances of winning a great prize with the purchase of more tickets. 

Saturday 

After spending three days together, the last evening of a District Convention is a special night and this year is no different. The Installation of 

new officers is always a meaningful ceremony not to be missed.  There will be a banquet and dance held to celebrate our last evening together. 

There will be a social hour, followed by the banquet, presentations of awards and then the dance. This is always a fun night for everyone as 

friends, both old and new, to spend one last evening together before going home. 

FACTS TO KEEP IN MIND: 

WHERE:  Harrisburg Holiday Inn Hotel & Conference Center  148 Sheraton Drive, New Cumberland, Pa 17070  1-717-774-2721 (use group 

code  SON )  COST: Rooms: $101.00  (+ taxes) standard room (Hotel will honor rate 3 days pre / post) 
WHEN:  June 9-13 2010          

PACKAGES:   $285.00 Delegates / $200.00 Non-delegates                                        Packages include at this time: 

Registration Fee, Wednesday Presidentôs Reception, Thursday luncheon, Friday luncheon, Saturday Banquet and Dancing, Meet 

and Great with Dignitaries,  Live  Musical Entertainment, Cultural Displays, Viking Presentation, five (5) coffee breaks, including 

25 tickets for the Viking Auction. Transportation from airport, bus or train station or parking for your auto. 

WEBSITE: http://www.holidayinn.com/hotels/us/en/mdtcc/hoteldetail#Hotel-Information 

 

Location and area attractions: 

Hotel is located at Highway 83 and PA Turnpike exit 242 

Attractions 

Hershey Park /Chocolate World and Zoo America (20 MI / 32.19 KM ) 

City Island-Harrisburg's Playground for the Family (5 MI / 8.05 KM ) 

Harrisburg Senators AA Baseball (5 MI / 8.05 KM ) 

Harrisburg Capitol Complex (5 MI / 8.05 KM ) 

Whitaker Center for the Science and the Arts (5 MI / 8.05 KM ) 

Gettysburg Battlefield (40 MI / 64.37 KM ) 

Lancaster County, Amish (35 MI / 56.33 KM ) 

York Fairgrounds (York, PA) (20 MI / 32.19 KM ) 

Harley Davidson Assembly Plant (York, PA) (20 MI / 32.19 KM ) 

Carlisle Fairgrounds (Car Shows) (25 MI / 40.23 KM ) 

Civil War Museum (6 MI / 9.66 KM ) 
Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex (8 MI / 12.87 KM ) 
In addition to the catering staff and sizeable banquet facilities that can meet the needs of any group, you can enjoy traditional British foods 

along with American favorites at Harrisburg's only British pub-style restaurant, Elephant & Castle Pub & Restaurant. 

 

 In response to the generous offers by some lodges in the Third District: 

(1) Yes, we are asking for cookies for our cookie breaks- some lodges are making this an opportunity for the cultural awards. 

(2) Yes, we are looking for ñViking Auction Articlesò they will be labeled as the generous donation from your lodge or individual lodge mem-

ber. 

(3) Yes, we want you to bring your families making this an extended vacation and enjoy the Harrisburg / Hershey area. 

 

There are a few items that are still in the development stage at this time. 

June 9thï 13th 

 

Maine Nordmenn should consider  

taking the time to attend this 

yearôs Convention. You can learn 

a lot, meet members from all of 

3rd district. There is a lot to do in 

the Harrisburg area and  it would 

make a great vacation. You donôt 

have to attend all convention    

activities. Just enjoy and consider 

being a delegate another year. 

http://www.holidayinn.com/hotels/us/en/mdtcc/hoteldetail#Hotel-Information


02/01   Erik Johannessen 

02/02   Betsy Borda 

02/04   Loren Eiane 

02/05   Austin Phillips 

02/06   Emma Goff                      H 

02/07   Rachel Kauserud                      

02/09   Tove Jacobson 

02/17   Bruce Peterson 

02/21   Nancy Donaldson 

02/24   Lois Anderson 

02/25   David Selleck 

02/26   Donna Rauschke 

02/26   Elvind Rynning 

02/28   Janet Morgan 

 

03/02   Priscilla Davis 

03/05  Sally Abrahamson 

03/08   Isaac Selleck                       H 

03/13   Beverly Haskell 

03/15   Guy Cote 

03/17   Jim Wiggin 

03/20   Will Brown                         H 

03/21   Valerie Ahlquist-Cotnoir 

03/21   Devyn Packard 

03/21   Alexis Reynolds                 H 

03/24   Adam Cote 

03/24   Michael Johnson 

03/29   Deborah Cariton 

03/30   Eric Freud                           H 

 

04/02   Chellie Pingree 

04/08   Kitty Chadbourne 

04/08   Hunter Johnson                   H 

04/08   Noah Johnson                      H 

04/08   Donna Lacy 

04/08   Gordon Winsor  

04/10   Bruce Johnson 

04/12   Ronald Anderson 

04/12   Peter Gellerson 

04/14   Finnian  Lacy                       H 

04/18   Herb Hoppe 

04/19   Karon Karter                        H 

04/20   Anne Reigstad 

04/21   Dana Johnson 

04/22   Donna Chapman 

04/22   Erika Ebersole                     H 

04/23   Jane Sullivan 

04/24   Christina Lacy 

04/26   Karen Solberg 

04/25   Frank Lundblad 

04/27   Ken Rauschke 

04/29   Ted Chadbourne 

04/29   Karen Gillum 

 

HðHeritage Members 

Margerthe Ecklund   
John & Joanne Jenssen 
Fr .James hammer OFM, CAP 
Nancy & Gordon Winsor 
Carol & Hugh Huleatt 
Ethel Olsen 
Judi Mack 
Sally and Charlie Abrahamson 
Bob & Elsa Boylestad 
Donna & Ken Rauschke 
Don and Marion Olen 
Bob & Rachel Kauserud 
Carroll & Marion Schroeder 
Anne-Lise & Paul Moson 
Herb & Carolyn Hoppe 
Roman & Ellen-Carin Piaskoski 
Eva Bergesen        
Gedske & Tomas Szepsy      
Hans & Lyn Christiansen    
Bruce & Mary Johnson   
Capt Gus & Anne Karlsen    
Warren Johnson    
Your name could be here      

05/10 * 
10/10  
10/10  
05/10 * 
04/10 * 
03/10 
04/10 *  
10/10 
01/10 
11/10 
05/10 * 
04/14 
05/10 
04/10 * 
11/10 
08/10 
08/10 
02/11 
05/10 * 
05/14 
07/10 
08/10 

Red* 
Time to renew  your booster member-

ship before the next  newsletter.  
BlueðRenew coming up. Thank You 
for supporting the  Maine Nordmenn  

Newsletter. 
 If you would like to be a booster, itôs 
only $10 a year. Booster $ helps with 
the costs of publishing the newsletter, 

such as Ink, Paper, Stamps, etc 
See Sally to sign up  or  

Send your money to Herb  

 

Thatôs right, Half price for the first year 

Members -  Sign up your family, friends, neighbors 

Only $46.50 per year, thatôs Only $23.25 for new members 

$41.50 for spouse ($18.25) 

Join Now  (Also good for previous members who rejoin,  

( we want you back) 

Maine Nordmenn will be doing this drive for 1 year 

Sept 15th, 2009ðSept 15th, 2010 

Special prize for the member who recruits the most. 

(Free membership for 1 Year) 

 



Know the Facts: Norway 
Brush up on your trivia with this list of 15 Norwegian facts. For the complete list, please visit http://www.norway.org/News_and_events/

Education/Random-facts-about-Norway/. Selection below compiled from Norway.org. 

1. There are more Norwegian descendants living in the United States than there are Norwegians in Norway (6 mill. vs. 4.8 mill.)  

2. All of the surviving stave churches, (medieval wooden churches with a post and beam construction related to timber framing,) except one, 

are found in Norway.  

3. Hydropower accounts for 99 percent of the electricity generated in Norway.  

4. Norwegian women and men spend more and more of their time on leisure activities, on average more than 6 hours a day.  

5. Norway was one of the first countries to establish a Ministry for the Environment (1972).  

6. The name Norway is thought to mean ñpath to the North.ò  

7. Norway is one of the worldôs richest countries per capita.  

8. Food stores are not allowed to stay open on Sundays, but petrol stations and kiosks selling groceries are.  

9. In the period 1860 to 1910, the percentage of the Norwegian population emigrating to America was second only to the Irish.  

10. In size, Norway is comparable to Montana, and it is the 6th largest country in Europe.  

11. In Norway thereôs a saying that ñThere is no such thing as bad weather, only bad clothing.ò  

12. Norwayôs representative, Kurt Nilsen, won World Idol, the one-off international version of the television show Pop Idol, with the U.S. pop 

idol Kelly Clarkson as the runner-up.  

13. Fossils of the marine reptile ñPredator Xò that patrolled the Jurassic oceans 147 million years ago, was excavated on 

the Arctic archipelago of Svalbard, Norway. 

14. The all-time high temperature in Norway is 96.08oF and was measured in Nesbyen, Buskerud in 1970. 

15. The First United Nations Secretary-General, Trygve Halvdan Lie, was Norwegian. 

 

 

 

 

.Recipe for cleaning..your Soljé éé..é..    .1 cup very hot water,1 Tablespoon ammonia,1/2 teaspoon liquid dish detergent

 

    Soak solje for no more than 5 minutes. Rinse well and dry very well before storing. Use Q-tip to clean spoons and bowls .  

Stay away from commercial liquid cleaners- too harsh! Quality creams are preferred. 

 Check out e-bay./solje This will give you  interesting tidbits of info even if you aren't tempted. You'll soon learn who the sought after 

silversmiths are (Andersen,Hammer,Holth ) by Collectors  $$ 

 

ñNorwegian-American 17th May Committee of Greater New York Mission Statementò  
 

ñIt is the purpose of the Norwegian-American 17th of May Committee of Greater New York, Inc. to encour-

age and develop a deep appreciation of the ideals of independence and freedom that the 17th of May and 

Norwayôs Constitution signifies by holding an annual celebratory parade in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, New York, 

on the Sunday closest or otherwise most appropriate to the 17th of Mayò 

 

DATE OF PARADE:  MAY 16, 2010  

TIME:  1:30 P.M. 

PLACE:  Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 

Steps off at 1:30 p.m. on Fifth Avenue at 89th Street and proceeds north along Fifth Avenue to 67th Street, 

turning right to pass the reviewing stand on the south side of Leif Ericson Park.  

 

www.May17ParadeNY.com     Pin and bags are $5 each 

Maine Nordmennôs January meeting was a Soup and Bread dinner 

followed by a presentation about all the different Soljé and how to 

find markings . Donna Rauschke did a very good job making a 

power point  presentation and showing us several of her Soljé 


