Hei alle sammen!!
Norsk Carolina 3-679 is now officially District Three’s 53rd lodge.  The Institution took place 24 January with members from a dozen lodges in attendance.  The lodge now has almost 60 members as they continue to grow.  Congratulations to President King and all those who worked so hard to make the Institution possible. If they continue to be as busy as they were before they officially became a lodge they will continue to be involved in a lot of activities. 

There is more new lodge action occurring in the Mid Atlantic region.  Our Vice President recently met with a group in New Bern NC who are interested in starting a lodge there. We have filed the necessary papers to start that lodge but we need another dozen members.  We are also investigating Charleston SC and Hilton Head SC as possible lodge locations.  If you know of any potential members in those areas please send the contact information to VP Gail Ekloff.

March is my month to play the snow bird role.  I am looking forward to motoring the RV to Florida for a few weeks.  I am not looking forward to the gas bills going and coming but the RV stays put once we arrive.  I hope to see several of you while we are there.
I know that Hampton Roads has earned several Sports Medals in recent months and I hope your lodge has been doing the same.  Hampton Roads just received paper work from one of our members who lives in London and just completed the requirements for his 4th enamel gangmerke award.  I am sure there are many others in the District who have earned multiple awards as well and let’s include you on that list this year. 
I am looking forward to see how many Cultural medals D3 earns this year.  I would like to be able to brag heavily about our program when I get to Minneapolis.  Remember, our heritage members can earn these medals as well as the adult members.  There are five Cultural skills programs designed for our young members but they can work on any of the programs.   I saw some of the Rosemaling the campers did at last year’s youth camp and I can assure you that those young campers had some real talent. 
If you haven’t visited the member section of the SON web site you may not be aware of all the member benefits available to you.  Discounts are available from Borton Travel agency, Icelandic Air, Best Western and Avis.  There are other types of benefits available as well and more are coming. 

In the travel world we have our own news.  The Hurtigruten Company has donated two trips to the District which we will raffle off.  Each trip will be a cabin for two leaving from Bergen Norway and completing the voyage in Kirkenes 7 days later.   Someone is going to get a trip of a lifetime for a few dollars.  The winners will be able to travel anytime during the period October 1, 2009 -March 31, 2010.  More information will be available after the spring Board Meeting.  You can check out the full details of the trip at their web site www.hurtigruten.us.  You will find a link to the site on our web site. We will also have more material about the trip in our newsletter during the next few months. 
Don’t leave home without a SON membership application in your pocket and try to get it filled out before you come home. 

Med Vennlig Hilsen

Ralph Peterson

