Hei alle sammen!!
It is January 16th and although I am writing the February newsletter, I thought I would stay in the present moment for a bit. January is a great month.  If you were unhappy with last year you get to start over and if you were happy with last year you can keep on going.  January is a busy month for SON members; many of our lodges are having installation ceremonies this month.  Installation of officers gives us a new start and brings new ideas to your Board.    Hopefully your ceremony will include rituals and regalia.  There is a reason for the rituals and regalia and it is a very important.  These two items are part of the requirements listed that qualifies us for our tax exempt status.  Don’t keep your regalia and rituals hidden, flaunt them, it will make you happier and help keep the tax man away. 

The gas project at LOV keeps moving along.  Chesapeake Appalachia has contacted the Board about laying a pipe line across our property. While the pipeline contracts do not pay as well as the gas lease contract, it would give us some extra money; insure they have a way to get their gas to market therefore encouraging the company to drill on our land as it would be next to the pipeline.  It would give us a 55’ wide cross country ski trail and hiking trail across the large hill in back of the lodge.  It would run about a mile on our property and run for many miles before and after our land. Our lawyer has provided us with a counter to their proposal which they are now reviewing.  The current schedule is to start drilling test wells about 4 miles from LOV this spring.  Norway’s STATOIL has purchased 30% of the Marcella project so we may have a Norwegian Connection drilling for gas on LOV land.

I am very excited about instituting Norsk Carolina 3-679.  The lodge will come on line with about 50 members and they are growing steadily.  They are the 3rd new lodge (Vennekretsen in Atlanta and the North Carolina Vikings in Raleigh being the other two new lodges) in the mid-Atlantic region instituted in the past 2 years.  VP Gail Ekloff is visiting a couple of other locations in the Carolinas this month as well, so hopefully we will find more Norwegians in the area.  One other exciting event that is tied in with the Institution is an ”Utveksling av Ideer”.  We will have members from several lodges, our International Secretary and Director, several D3 Board members, Insurance representatives and our Fraternal Director exchanging ideas and completing phase 3 training.

Hats off to Publicity Director Mary Andersen and her web site committee for completing the study of the proposals and the final award of a contract for development of our new web site.  They are hopeful that it will be up and running in a couple of months.  Our current web site was having some hiccups but it is now back up and running so take a look.  If your lodge events are not on the schedule let Mary know when and where. 

Membership continues to be a major challenge to SON.  We need to sign up our friends, neighbors and family members.  D3 did good in December and let’s see if we can’t even do better in January.

The Insurance department has come out with some excellent new products.  There is a new product that is replacing Viking 23.  I am not only promoting the product I am going to get it for my two grandchildren.  Check it out.   Last year was a great year for our insurance and annuity sales and hopefully we can do even better this year. 

Fraternally 

Ralph Peterson

President
