Hei alle sammen,  

It’s the 16th of December today and I am wore out watching AnneGrete getting ready for Christmas.  I did play a significant role in the lefse baking and a lesser role in putting up decorations but when it comes to the rest of the cooking, I just taste. 

Let me congratulate the Norsk Carolina 3-679 who today has 45 members.  We will be instituting the lodge 24 January 2009 at 7 PM.  Check out the web site for all the details which will be posted as soon as they are firm.  I hope that we will have a great turn out as we welcome Norsk Carolina into the order. 

We have been contacted by the company who holds the gas lease on LOV, Chesapeake Appalachia, LLC .  They would like us to enter into a two year “pipeline right of way option agreement”.   We are currently in negotiations with them as to where it would go, when it would go in and what would we get for letting them use LOV for the pipeline.  The pipeline would be buried 36” below the surface and it would be a level stretch 55’ wide.  The idea for us is that it would be a great cross country skiing and hiking trail. It would connect with the state land and probably the farm next to the property so it would be a nice long trail.  Their plan at the moment is that 4-6 gas wells will be drilled to the South of LOV about 4 miles away from LOV.  The drilling should start this spring. We will be paid for this right of way but the pipeline lease is much less than the drilling rights. We will keep you advised as events occur.  

Also of interest in the gas world is that STATOIL HYDRO from Norway has bought a 32 % share of the Chesapeake Appalachia Marcellus gas project.  Perhaps we can invite that Norwegian company to dinner when/if we drill/hit that first well on LOV.

Hopefully you will take time out to review the District Three goals.  I think that all the goals are within reach.  However to reach them, it will take effort from all lodges and all members.  I hope that you pitch in to help the District reach and exceed the goals. 

Membership is an ongoing struggle but one that we can handle.  The following lodges have all achieved more than a 10% growth so far this year: Bernt Balchen, Bondelandet, Hudson Valley, Maine Nordmenn, Norsk Carolina and Vennekretsen.  If they can do it, so can you. 

I had an opportunity to attend the Norrøna 50th anniversary and it was a great event.  I couldn’t make LOV’s 30th but I have heard it was also a great event.  Many thanks to Doris Beck for all her efforts and thanks to all of you who helped in making both evenings such a great success.

I hope that you all had a great Christmas and that 2009 will exceed all your expectations and dreams. 
Fraternally 

Ralph Peterson

President
